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erroneous pronunciation has in many in-
stances taken place of the true, and new
words or modes of speech have succeeded
the ancient correct English phrases. Thus
we have, in the modern English pronuncia-
tion, their natshures, conjunctshures, consti-
tshutions, and tshumultshuous legislatshures,
and a long catalogue of fashionable impro-
prieties. These are a direct violation of the
rules of analogy and harmony; they offend
the ear and embarrass the language. Time
was when these errors were unknown ; they
were little known in America before the
Revolution. I presume we may safely say
that our language has suffered more injuri-
ous changes in America, since the British
army landed on our shores, than it had suf-
fered before in the period of three centuries.
The bucks and bloods tell us that there is
no proper standard in language; that it is
all arbitrary. The assertion, however, seems
but to show their ignorance. There are, in
the language itself, decisive reasons for pre-
ferring one pronunciation to another; and
men of science should be acquainted with
these reasons. But if there were none, and
everything rested on practice, we should